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OBLIGATIONS

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Substances of concern in packaging

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Packaging placed on the market shall be so manufactured that the presence and 
concentration of substances of concern is minimised, including with regard to 
their presence in emissions and any outcomes of waste management (including 
secondary raw materials, ashes, or other material for final disposal) and to the 
adverse impact of micro-plastics.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Substances in packaging (lead, cadmium, mercury and hexavalent chromium)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION The sum of concentration levels of lead, cadmium, mercury and hexavalent 
chromium resulting from substances present in packaging or packaging 
components shall not exceed 100 mg/kg.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Substances in packaging (PFAS)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Food contact packaging shall not be placed on the market if it contains per- and 
polyfluorinated alkyl substances (PFAS) in a concentration of or above the defined 
limit values, to the extent that the placing on the market of such packaging with 
such a concentration of PFAS is not prohibited under another rule of EU law.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Recyclability

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��All packaging placed on the market must be recyclable.

> ���Packaging is recyclable if:

(a) �it is designed for material recycling, which enables the use of resulting 
secondary raw materials that are of sufficient quality when compared to the 
original material that they can be used to substitute primary raw materials 
(see, Art. 6(4); and 

(b) �when it becomes waste, it can be collected separately in accordance with 
Art. 48(1) and (5), sorted into specific waste streams without affecting the 
recyclability of other waste streams and recycled at scale, on the basis of the 
methodology set out in accordance with Art. 6(5). 

> ��Packaging that complies with the delegated acts is deemed to comply with the 
condition set out in point (a) of the first subparagraph of this paragraph. 

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Minimum recycled content in plastic packaging

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��Any plastic part of packaging placed on the market shall contain a minimum 
percentage of recycled content recovered from post-consumer plastic waste, in 
two phases.

> ��1st phase: any plastic part of packaging placed on the market shall contain 
the following minimum percentage of recycled content recovered from post-
consumer plastic waste, calculated as an average per manufacturing plant and 
year:

(a) �30 % for contact-sensitive packaging made from polyethylene terephthalate 
(PET) as the major component, except single-use plastic beverage bottles; 

(b) �10 % for contact-sensitive packaging made from plastic materials other than 
PET, except single-use plastic beverage bottles;

(c) �30 % for single-use plastic beverage bottles;

(d) �35 % for plastic packaging other than those referred to in points (a), (b) and  
(c) above.

> ��2nd phase: any plastic part of packaging placed on the market shall contain 
the following minimum percentage of recycled content recovered from post-
consumer plastic waste, calculated as an average per manufacturing plant and 
year:

(a) �50 % for contact-sensitive packaging made from PET as the major component, 
except single-use plastic beverage bottles;

(b) �25 % for contact-sensitive packaging made from plastic materials other than 
PET, except single-use plastic beverage bottles;

(c) �65 % for single-use plastic beverage bottles;

(d) �65 % for plastic packaging other than those referred to in points (a), (b) and 
(c) above.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Compostable packaging

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION By way of derogation from Article 6(1) (obligation that packaging be recyclable), 
packaging placed on the market referred to in Article 3(1)(1)(f) (i.e., beverages 
permeable bags, soft single serve units that contain beverages) and sticky 
labels attached to fruit and vegetables shall be compatible with the standard for 
composting in industrially controlled conditions in bio-waste treatment facilities 
(and, when required by the Member States, compatible with home composting.)

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Packaging minimisation

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��The manufacturer or importer shall ensure that the packaging placed on the 
market is designed so that its weight and volume is reduced to the minimum 
necessary to ensure its functionality, taking account of the shape and material 
from which the packaging is made (Article 10(1)).

> ��The manufacturer or importer shall ensure that packaging which does not comply 
with the performance criteria set out in Annex IV of this Regulation and packaging 
with characteristics that aim only to increase the perceived volume of the product 
is not placed on the market (Article 10(2)).

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reusability

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Packaging placed on the market shall be deemed to be reusable where it fulfils 
certain conditions: 

(a) �it has been conceived, designed and placed on the market with the objective 
to be re-used multiple times;

(b) �it has been conceived and designed to accomplish as many rotations as 
possible;

(c) �it fulfils applicable consumer health, safety and hygiene requirements;

(d) �it can be emptied or unloaded without being damaged in a way that would 
prevent its further function and re-use; 

(e) �it is capable of being emptied, unloaded, refilled or reloaded while maintaining 
the quality and safety of the packaged product and ensuring compliance with 
the applicable safety and hygiene requirements;

(f) �it can be reconditioned (Part B of Annex VI) while maintaining its ability to 
perform its intended function;

(g) �it allows for affixing of labels and the provision of information on the properties 
of that product and on the packaging itself;

(h) �it can be emptied, unloaded, refilled or reloaded without risk to the health and 
safety of those responsible for doing so; and

(i) �it fulfils the requirements specific to recyclable packaging (Article 6).
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse targets (transport packaging, sales packaging used for transport, 
including e-commerce)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��Economic operators using transport packaging or sales packaging used for 
transporting products, including for products distributed via e-commerce, within 
the territory of the EU in the form of pallets, foldable-plastic boxes, boxes, trays, 
plastic crates, intermediate bulk containers, pails, drums and canisters of any size 
or material, including flexible formats or pallet wrappings or straps for stabilisation 
and protection of products put on pallets during transport, shall ensure that at 
least a certain percentage of such packaging used is reusable packaging within  
a system for re-use:

- �First phase: at least 40% of such packaging in total must be reusable within  
a reuse system;

- �Second phase: at least 70% of such packaging in total must be reusable within  
a reuse system.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse targets (grouped packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Economic operators, using grouped packaging in the form of boxes, excluding 
cardboard, outside of sales packaging to group a certain number of products to 
create a stock-keeping or distribution unit shall ensure that at least 10% of such 
packaging used is reusable packaging within a system for re-use from 1 January 
2030 (at least 25% from 1 January 2040)

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse targets: obligations regarding beverages in sales packaging

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��Final distributors that make available to consumers on the territory of a Member 
State alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages in sales packaging shall ensure that 
at least 10% of those products are made available in reusable packaging within a 
system for re-use from 1 January 2030.

> ��Economic operators shall endeavour to make at least 40% of those products 
available in reusable packaging within a reuse system from 1 January 2040.

> ��Final distributors shall ensure that packaged products manufactured under 
their own brand “contribute on a fair and proportionate basis towards to the 
achievement of the targets”.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse system for beverages

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��Final distributors as referred to in Article 29(6) shall take back, free of charge, 
all reusable packaging of the same type, form and size as the packaging made 
available on the market by them, within that specific re-use system at the point 
of sale, ensuring the recovery and return of such packaging through the entire 
distribution chain. 

> ��Final distributors shall ensure that end users are able to return the packaging at 
the location where the actual handover of such packaging takes place or in close 
proximity thereto. 

> ��The final distributor shall fully redeem associated deposits or notify the return of 
the packaging according to the governance rules of the specific re-use system in 
order that any associated deposits be redeemed, as the case may be.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reporting on reuse targets

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��Reporting obligation each calendar year for economic operators subject to Article 
29(1) to (8).

> ��Report to be submitted within six months from the end of the reporting year for 
which the data is collected.

> ��Report to be filed electronically to the competent authorities. 

> ��Competent authorities may ask for additional information.

> ��The report will be made public.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Refill (information and requirements)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��Information obligations of economic operators that offer the possibility to 
purchase products through refill (types of containers, hygiene standards, 
responsibility of end user regarding health and safety).

> Requirements in part C of Annex VI.

> ��Prohibition to offer packaging and containers that are not free of charge at  
refill station if they do not meet requirements under Annex VI or are not part of  
a deposit and return system.

> ��Economic operators may refuse to refill a non-compliant container and bear 
no liability for hygiene or food safety issues arising from the use of containers 
provided by the end user.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Refill (sales area)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Final distributors with a sales area of more than 400 square meters shall endeavour 
to dedicate 10% of that sales area to refill stations for both food and non-food 
products.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Refill obligation on final distributors (takeaway)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > ��Obligations on final distributors in the HORECA sector that make available on the 
territory of a Member State beverages in takeaway packaging to provide a system 
for consumers to bring their own container to be filled. 

> ��Same obligation on final distributors in the HORECA sector that make available on 
the territory of a Member State ready-prepared food in takeaway packaging.

> ��Where consumers bring their own container to be filled, the products shall be 
offered at no higher cost and under no less favourable conditions than when 
selling the same product in single-use packaging.

> ��Obligation to inform consumers at the point of sale about the possibility of 
obtaining the products in a refillable container provided by the consumer.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse obligation on final distributors (takeaway)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Obligations on final distributors in the HORECA sector making available on the 
territory of a Member State beverages or ready-prepared food in take-away 
packaging to give consumers the option of obtaining the products in reusable 
packaging within a system for re-use at no higher cost, and under no less 
favourable conditions than a sales unit consisting of the same products and single 
use packaging.

> �Obligation to inform the end consumers at the point of sale about the possibility of 
obtaining the goods in reusable packaging.

> �From 2030, final distributors shall endeavour to offer 10% of products for sale in a 
reusable packaging format.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling of packaging (material composition)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Packaging placed on the market shall be marked with a label containing information 
on its material composition in order to facilitate consumer sorting. The label shall 
be based on pictograms and be easily understandable, including for persons with 
disabilities. 
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling (compostable packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Compostable packaging (Article 9): the label shall indicate that the material is 
compostable, it is not suitable for home-composting, and compostable packaging 
shall not be thrown away in nature (Article 12(1)).

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling (deposit and return systems)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Packaging subject to deposit and return systems (Article 50(1)) shall be marked with 
a clear and unambiguous label (Article 12(1)).

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling (reusable packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Reusable packaging placed on the market shall bear a label informing users 
that the packaging is reusable. Further information on reusability shall be made 
available through a QR code or other type of standardized, open, digital data 
carrier, that facilitates the tracking of the packaging and the calculation of trips 
and rotations, or, if that calculation is not feasible, an average estimation. 

> �Reusable sales packaging shall be clearly identified and distinguished from single 
use packaging at the point of sale. 

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling (minimum recycled content)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Plastic packaging subject to obligation of minimum recycled content (Article 7): 
where it is marked with a label containing information on the share of recycled 
content, this label (and, if applicable, the QR code or equivalent) shall comply with 
specifications in (not yet adopted) implementing act, be based on methodology 
pursuant to Article 7(8) (specific rules apply to information on the share of bio-
based plastic content).

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling (misleading or confusing labels)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION It is prohibited to provide or display labels, marks, symbols or inscriptions that 
are likely to mislead or confuse consumers or other end users with respect to the 
sustainability requirements for packaging, other packaging characteristics or 
packaging waste management options, for which harmonised labelling has been 
laid down in the PPWR.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling (EPR)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Packaging included in an extended producer responsibility (EPR) scheme 
may be identified throughout the territory of the Member States in which that 
scheme or system applies. Such identification shall be achieved only by means 
of a corresponding symbol in a QR code or other standardised digital marking 
technology in order to indicate that the producer fulfils its EPR obligations. 

> �That symbol shall be clear and unambiguous and shall not mislead consumers or 
users as to the recyclability or reusability of the packaging.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Information on prevention and management of packaging waste on producers, 
producer responsibility organisations (or public authorities appointed by 
Member States when applying Article 8(a) of Directive 2008/98/EC)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Producers or, where entrusted in accordance with Article 46(1), producer 
responsibility organisations (or public authorities appointed by Member States when 
applying Article 8(a) of Directive 2008/98/EC) shall make available to end-users 
information on the prevention and management of packaging waste with respect to 
the packaging that the producers supply in a Member State.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Green claims

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Environmental claims are authorised subject to conditions: (i) claims must be limited 
to packaging properties exceeding the minimum requirements set out in the PPWR; 
and (ii) claims must specify whether they apply to the packaging unit, part of it, or all 
packaging placed on the market by the producer.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION No excessive packaging (grouped packaging, transport packaging or 
e-commerce packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Economic operators who fill packaging in grouped packaging, transport packaging 
or e-commerce packaging shall ensure that the empty space ratio is maximum 
50%.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION No excessive packaging (sales packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Economic operators who fill sales packaging shall ensure that empty space is 
reduced to the minimum necessary for ensuring the packaging functionality, 
including product protection. 
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations (costs)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Producers shall have extended producer responsibility under the schemes 
established in accordance with Articles 8 and 8a of Directive 2008/98/EC and with 
this Section for the packaging or packaged product that they make available for 
the first time on the market of a Member State.

> �In addition to the costs referred to in Article 8a(4),point (a), of Directive 2008/98/
EC, the financial contributions paid by the producer shall cover the following costs:

(a) �costs of labelling waste receptacles for the collection of packaging waste as 
referred to in Article 13 PPWR; and 

(b) �costs of carrying out compositional surveys of collected mixed municipal 
waste under Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/59572 and under 
the implementing acts to be adopted pursuant to Article 56(7), point (a) PPWR, 
if those implementing acts provide for an obligation to carry out such surveys.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations (authorized representative 
for the EPR)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Producers shall appoint, by written mandate, an authorized representative for the 
EPR in each Member State other than the Member State where it is established where 
it makes packaging or packaged products available for the first time.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations (online platforms)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Providers of online platforms, falling within the scope of Section 4 of Chapter III of 
Regulation (EU) 2022/2065, allowing consumers to conclude distance contracts 
with producers shall obtain the following information from producers offering 
packaging to consumers located in the Union, prior to allowing them to use their 
services:

(a) information on the registration of the producers referred to in Article 44 PPWR in 
the Member State where the consumer is located and the registration number(s) 
of the producer in that register;

(b) a self-certification by the producer confirming that it only offers packaging 
with regard to which the extended producer responsibility requirements referred to 
in Article 45(1) and (3) are complied with in the Member State where the consumer 
is located.

> �Upon receiving the information referred to in paragraph 4 and prior to allowing 
producers to use its services, the provider of the online platform shall make best 
efforts to assess whether the information received is complete and reliable
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations (producers)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Producers offering packaging or packaged products to consumers located in 
the EU shall provide fulfilment service providers with the information referred to 
in Article 45(4)(a) and (b) PPWR at the moment of the conclusion of the contract 
between the fulfilment service provider and the producer for any of the services 
referred to in Article 3, point (11), of Regulation (EU) 2019/1020.

> �Producers shall be responsible for the accuracy of the information provided for the 
purposes of the PPWR.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations (fulfilment service 
provider)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Upon receiving the information referred to in Article 45(7) and at the moment of 
the conclusion of the contract between the fulfilment service provider and the 
producer for any of the services referred to in Article 3, point (11), of Regulation (EU) 
2019/1020, the fulfilment service provider shall make best efforts to assess whether 
the information is reliable and complete. 

> �Where the fulfilment service provider has reason to believe that any item of 
information is inaccurate, incomplete or not up-to-date, that fulfilment service 
provider shall request that the producer remedies that situation without delay or 
within the period set by EU or national law, as applicable.

> �Where the producer fails to correct or complete that information, the fulfilment 
service provider shall swiftly suspend the provision of its service to that producer in 
relation to the offering of packaging or packaged products to consumers located 
in the EU until the request has been fully complied with. The fulfilment service 
provider shall provide the producer with the reasons for the suspension.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligation to register (producers, producer responsibility organisation, 
authorised representative for the extended producer responsibility)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Producers (or the producer responsibility organisation if the producer has 
entrusted one) shall be obliged to register in the register set up by Member 
States in each Member State where they make packaging or packaged products 
available on the territory of the Member State for the first time or where they 
unpack packaged products without being end users.

> �Prohibition for producers to make available packaging or packaged products on 
the territory of a Member State for the first time, or unpack packaged products 
without being end users, if they/their authorised representatives for the EPR are not 
registered in that Member State.

> �The application for registration shall include information pursuant to Part A of 
Annex IX.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligation to register (authorised representatives)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Authorised representatives for the EPR representing more than one producer 
shall provide in the application for registration (i) the information to be provided 
in accordance with Part A of Annex IX; and (ii) if they represend more than one 
producer, the name and contact details of each represented producer, separately.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reporting obligations (producers / their authorised representatives / producer 
responsibility organisation / reuse system operators)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Yearly reporting to the authority responsible for the register (Article 44(2)) of 
information set out in Part B, point (1) of Annex IX (Article 44(7)).

> �If producer made available for the first time on the territory of the Member State 
less than 10 tonnes of packaging (or unpacked less than 10 tonnes of packaging) 
during a calendar year: yearly reporting to the authority responsible for the register 
(Article 44(2)) of information set out in Part B, point (2) of Annex IX (Article 44(8)).

> �Yearly reporting of information in Part B, point (3) of Annex IX for producers (or 
producer responsibility organisation entrusted with EPR obligations) in the case 
of collective fulfilment of EPR obligations, or the reuse system operators if reuse 
systems fulfil the EPR obligations (Article 44(10)).

> �Producer / authorised representative / producer responsibility organisation 
shall without undue delay notify the competent authority of any change to the 
information in the registration and of any permanent cessation of the making 
available for the first time on the market of the Member State of the product 
referred to in the registration.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of specific economic operators: manufacturers

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Ensure compliance before placing packaging on the market and, once compliance 
is demonstrated following the relevant conformity assessment procedure, draw 
up an EU declaration of conformity. Exceptions exist (Article 15(11): custom-made 
packaging for medical devices and systems in industrial and healthcare).

> �Keep supporting technical documentation (Annex VII) and the EU declaration of 
conformity for 5 years (single-use packaging) or 10 years (reusable packaging) 
after placement on the market. Exceptions exist (Article 15(11).

> �Ensure that procedures are in place to remain in conformity with PPWR.

> �Ensure that packaging has a type/batch/serial number allowing its identification 
(or that it is in an accompanying document).

> �Indicate on packaging (or on a QR code or other data carrier) their name, 
registered trade name or registered trademark, and their postal address (and 
electronic address if available) by which they can be contacted.

> �Obligation to bring any non-compliant packaging into conformity/withdraw it/
recall it and inform market surveillance authority.

> �At reasoned request from a national authority, provide all information and 
documentation demonstrating conformity.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of specific economic operators: suppliers

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Provide manufacturer with all information and documentation necessary for the 
manufacturer to demonstrate conformity of the packaging and the packaging 
materials, in one or more languages which can be easily understood by the latter 
(including, if appropriate, information and documentation applicable to contact 
sensitive packaging under EU law).

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of specific economic operators: authorised representatives

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Appointed by manufacturer; performs tasks specified in mandate (list of minimum 
tasks that the authorised representative should at least do).

> �Obligations under Article 15(1) (obligation to only place on the market compliant 
packaging) and obligation to draw up technical documentation (Annex VII and 
Articles 5 to 11) cannot form part of the mandate.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of specific economic operators: importers

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Ensure that, before placing packaging on the market, (i) the conformity 
assessment procedure was carried out, (ii) Article 12 is complied with,  
(iii) packaging is accompanied by required documents, (iv) manufacturer has 
complied with Article 15(5) and 15(6) (identification of packaging and identification 
and contact details of manufacturer).

> �Indicate their name and registered trade name or registered trademark and 
contact details in a clear manner.

> �Make sure that storage or transport do not jeopardise compliance

> �Bring non-compliant packaging into conformity/withdraw it/recall it and 
immediately inform market surveillance authorities.

> �Keep copy of EU declaration of conformity 5 years (single-use packaging) or 10 
years (reusable packaging) after placement on the market and make sure that 
the declaration and technical documentation (Annex VII and Articles 5 to 11) are 
available to authorities upon request.

> �Provide authority (upon request) with information and documentation necessary 
to demonstrate conformity in one or more languages that can be easily 
understood by the authority, within 10 days.

> �Cooperate with competent national authority to remedy any case of non-
compliance with Articles 5 to 12.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of specific economic operators: distributors

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Verify that (i) the producer subject to EPR is registered (Article 44), (ii) the 
packaging complies with Article 12, and (iii) the manufacturer and importer have 
complied with Article 15(5) and 18(3).

> �Not make packaging available on the market if it is not compliant with Articles 5 to 
12 (or if manufacturer/importer do not comply with these).

> �Ensure that storage or transport do not jeopardise compliance with Articles 5 to 12.

> �Not use information disclosed by producer for any other purpose than verifying 
compliance.

> �In case of non-compliance: take measures to bring into conformity/withdraw 
packaging/recall it and inform market surveillance authorities.

> �Provide authority (upon request) with information and documentation necessary 
to demonstrate conformity in one or more languages understood by the authority.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of specific economic operators: fulfilment service providers

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Assess whether information received from producer is reliable and complete 
(“best efforts”) – producers are liable for the accuracy of the information provided. 
If the information is outdated/inaccurate, the FSP shall request that the producer 
remedies that situation. If the producer fails to do so, the FSP shall swiftly suspend 
the provision of its service and provide reasons to the producer.

> �Ensure that warehousing, handling, packing, addressing or dispatching do not 
jeopardise the packaging’s compliance.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of all economic operators (Information obligation)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Information obligation to market surveillance authorities regarding (i) the identity of 
any economic operator that has supplied them with packaging, and (ii) the identity 
of any economic operator to which they have supplied packaging.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of all economic operators (restrictions on use of certain packaging 
formats – Annex V)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Prohibition to place on the market packaging in the formats and for the purposes 
listed in Annex V (without prejudice to Article 9(2)(b)).

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of all economic operators (who make reusable packaging available 
in a Member State)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION The economic operators who make reusable packaging available within the territory 
of a Member State for the first time must ensure that a system for re-use of such 
packaging is in place in that Member State for the reuse of that packaging, including 
an incentive to ensure collection which meets the requirements laid down in Annex VI
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of all economic operators (who make use of reusable packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Economic operators making use of reusable packaging must participate in one 
or more systems for re-use and ensure that the systems for re-use, which the 
reusable packaging is part of, comply with the requirements laid down in Part A  
of Annex VI.

> �Economic operators making use of reusable packaging must ensure that such 
packaging is reconditioned in compliance with Part B of Annex VI, prior to offering  
it again for use by end users.

> �Economic operators that make use of reusable packaging in closed loop systems 
(Annex VI) shall be required to return the packaging to one or more of the 
collection points identified by the system participants and approved by the system 
operator.

DEROGATIONS

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Recyclability 

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION All packaging placed on the market must be recyclable.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Minimum recycled content in plastic packaging

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Any plastic part of packaging placed on the market shall contain a minimum 
percentage of recycled content recovered from post-consumer plastic waste,  
in two phases.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Packaging minimisation

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION The manufacturer or importer shall ensure that packaging which does not comply 
with the performance criteria set out in Annex IV of this Regulation and packaging 
with characteristics that aim only to increase the perceived volume of the product is 
not placed on the market (Article 10(2)).
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse targets (transport packaging, sales packaging used for transport, 
including e-commerce)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Economic operators using transport packaging or sales packaging used for 
transporting products within the territory of the Union in the form of pallets, 
foldable-plastic boxes, boxes, trays, plastic crates, intermediate bulk containers, 
pails, drums and canisters of any size or material, including flexible formats or 
pallet wrappings or straps for stabilisation and protection of products put on 
pallets during transport, shall ensure that at least a certain percentage of such 
packaging used is reusable packaging within a system for re-use:

> �First phase: at least 40% of such packaging in total must be reusable within a reuse 
system;

> �Second phase: at least 70% of such packaging in total must be reusable within  
a reuse system.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse targets: obligations regarding beverages in sales packaging

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Final distributors that make available to consumers on the territory of a Member 
State alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages in sales packaging shall ensure that 
at least 10% of those products are made available in reusable packaging within a 
system for re-use from 1 January 2030.

> �Economic operators shall endeavour to make at least 40% of those products 
available in reusable packaging within a reuse system from 1 January 2040.

> �Final distributors shall ensure that packaged products manufactured under 
their own brand “contribute on a fair and proportionate basis towards to the 
achievement of the targets”.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse targets

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Economic operators are subject to various reuse targets.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Reuse obligation on final distributors (takeaway)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Obligations on final distributors in the HORECA sector making available on the 
territory of a Member State beverages or ready-prepared food in take-away 
packaging to give consumers the option of obtaining the products in reusable 
packaging within a system for re-use at no higher cost, and under no less 
favourable conditions than a sales unit consisting of the same products and single 
use packaging.

> �Obligation to inform the end consumers at the point of sale about the possibility of 
obtaining the goods in reusable packaging.

> �From 2030, final distributors shall endeavour to offer 10% of products for sale in  
a reusable packaging format.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling of packaging 

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Packaging placed on the market shall be marked with a label containing 
information on its material composition in order to facilitate consumer sorting.  
The label shall be based on pictograms and be easily understandable, including 
for persons with disabilities. For the packaging referred to in Article 9(1) and, where 
applicable, packaging referred to in Article 9(2), the label shall indicate that the 
material is compostable, that it is not suitable for home composting and that 
compostable packaging is not to be discarded in nature.

> �Reusable packaging shall bear a label informing users that the packaging is 
reusable. 

> �Article 12(4) and (5) provide detailed labelling requirements.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION Labelling of packaging (reusable packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Packaging placed on the market shall be marked with a label containing 
information on its material composition in order to facilitate consumer sorting.  
The label shall be based on pictograms and be easily understandable, including 
for persons with disabilities. For the packaging referred to in Article 9(1) and, where 
applicable, packaging referred to in Article 9(2), the label shall indicate that the 
material is compostable, that it is not suitable for home composting and that 
compostable packaging is not to be discarded in nature.

> �Reusable packaging shall bear a label informing users that the packaging is 
reusable. 

> �Article 12(4) and (5) provide detailed labelling requirements.

TYPE OF OBLIGATION No excessive packaging (grouped packaging, transport packaging or 
e-commerce packaging)

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION Economic operators who fill packaging in grouped packaging, transport  
packaging or e-commerce packaging shall ensure that the empty space ratio  
is maximum 50%.
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TYPE OF OBLIGATION Obligations of specific economic operators: manufacturers

SUMMARY OF OBLIGATION > �Ensure compliance before placing packaging on the market and, once compliance 
is demonstrated following the relevant conformity assessment procedure, draw 
up an EU declaration of conformity. Exceptions exist (Article 15(11): custom-made 
packaging for medical devices and systems in industrial and healthcare).

> �Keep supporting technical documentation (Annex VII) and the EU declaration of 
conformity for 5 years (single-use packaging) or 10 years (reusable packaging) 
after placement on the market. Exceptions exist (Article 15(11).

> �Ensure that procedures are in place to remain in conformity with PPWR.

> �Ensure that packaging has a type/batch/serial number allowing its identification 
(or that it is in an accompanying document).

> �Indicate on packaging (or on a QR code or other data carrier) their name, 
registered trade name or registered trademark, and their postal address (and 
electronic address if available) by which they can be contacted.

> �Obligation to bring any non-compliant packaging into conformity/withdraw it/
recall it and inform market surveillance authority.

> �At reasoned request from a national authority, provide all information and 
documentation demonstrating conformity.
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